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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 07/02/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Regarding claims 1-9, Applicant alleged that the combination of Morimoto (USP 
6,944,358), in view Beek et al. (USP 2002/0091665) fails to show or suggest the 
claimed invention of claims 1, 4, 8 and 9 respectively. In response, the Examiner 
respectfully disagrees because the test for obviousness is not whether the features of a 
secondary reference may be bodily incorporated into the structure of the primary 
reference; nor is it that the claimed invention must be expressly suggested in any one or 
all of the references. Rather, the test is what the combined teachings of the references 
would have suggested to those of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 
413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1 981 ). In this case, the Examiner asserts that the 
combination of Morimoto (USP 6,944,358), in view Beek et al. (USP 2002/0091665) 
when considered as a whole clearly teaches the claimed invention as specifically 
disclosed in claims 1, 4, 8 and 9, are well-known in the art at the time of the invention 
was made. 

In particular, Beck '665' clearly suggested using JPEG2000 file format similarly 
used or intended to having image description format for rendering of an image between 
plurality of image processing system which performs in color image transmission (col .1 , 
paragraph 0014, lines 16-20). 
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In view of the above, having the system of morimoto '385' and then given the 
well established teaching of Beck '665', the Examiner asserts that it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to 
have modified the imaging apparatus of Morimoto (358), by the teaching of Beek '665', 
and therefore, it should be clear to one skilled in the art that anyone of a wide variety of 
image processing and coding of digital device can be similarly employed to accomplish 
this desired result without depending from the teaching of the present invention, for the 
purpose of providing the ability to progressively access the encoded image in a smooth 
continuous fashion with having to download, decode, and/or print the entire file, as 
suggested by Beek '665, in col .1 , paragraph 0005). 

Further, regarding applicant's arguments discussed in page 2, lines 17-22, in 
response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., a file 
in which the red colored regions are invisible, is generated for destination A. A file in 
which yellow colored region is invisible, is generated for destination and a file in which a 
blue colored region is invisible, is generated for destination when the images are 
acquired by the respective destinations, each will have respective invisible regions), are 
not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the 
specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re 
Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

In addition, applicant's arguments do not comply with 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (c) because 
they do not clearly point out the patentable novelty which he or she thinks the claims 
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present in view of the state of the art disclosed by the references cited or the objections 
made. Further, they do not show how the amendments avoid such references or 
objections. 

Further more, Applicant's arguments fail to comply with 37 CFR 1 .1 1 1 (b) 
because they amount to a general allegation that the claims define a patentable 
invention without specifically pointing out how the language of the claims patentably 
distinguishes them from the references. 

Finally, for the above reasons, the Examiner asserts that the combination of 
above discussed prior arts does in fact show or teaches the claimed invention is known 
to ordinary skilled in the art at the time of the invention was made thus, the rejections 
are maintained as fallows: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morimoto et al. (USP 6,994, 4358), in view Beek et al. (USP 2002/0091665). 

With respect to claim 1 , Morimotot et al. discloses or teaches an image 
processing system which can code image data, form a JPEG2000 file, and transmit the 
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JPEG2000 file to a plurality of destinations, (a digital camera comprises a image 
processing system 13 of fig 1, JPEG processing part 25 as shown in fig 1) comprising: a 
relator which relates a plurality of regions preset in the image data to destinations 
(image combining means 31 of fig 2, col.6, lines20-25); a replacer (CPU 27 of fig 2), 
which replaces code data constituting one of regions corresponding to the destinations 
or the other regions with code data which make pieces of information included in the 
regions invisible in the JPEG2000 file transmitted to the destinations (col. 5, lines 65 
through col.6, lines 1-5); and a transmitter (DMA controller 24 of fig 1, controllers data 
transfer between processor circuit 13 and main memory 26, col. 5, lines 65 through 
col.6, lines 1 -5) which transmits the JPEG2000 file processed by the replacer to the 
destinations (col. 5, lines 5, lines 65, and col.6, lines 1-5). 

However, Morimoto (358), dose not specifically teach using JPEG2000 file 
format. But, Beek '665' in the same area of image data accessing and processing 
teaches using JPEG2000 file format similarly used or intended to having image 
description format for rendering of an image between plurality of image processing 
system (co1.1, paragraph 0014, lines 16-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Morimoto 
(358), by the teaching of Beck '665', and therefore, it should be clear to one skilled in 
the art that anyone of a wide variety of image processing and coding of digital device 
can be similarly employed to accomplish this desired result without depending from the 
teaching of the present invention, for the purpose of providing the ability to progressively 
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access the encoded image in a smooth continuous fashion with having to download, 
decode, and/or print the entire file, as suggested by Beek '665, in col .1 , paragraph 
0005). 

With respect to claim 2, Morimotot '358' discloses digital camera comprises a 
image processing system 13 of fig 1, JPEG processing part 25 as shown in fig 1), 
wherein different color components are added to the regions preset in the image data, 
respectively, and the image processing system (still camera 100 of fig 10) comprises a 
color component detector which detects the color components to recognize the regions 
(col.2, lines 10-15). 

With respect to claim 3, Morimotot '358' discloses digital camera comprises a 
image processing system 13 of fig 1, JPEG processing part 25 as shown in fig 1), which 
are common to the plurality of destinations, are simultaneously transmitted, and only 
different code data is transmitted to the destinations (col A, paragraph 0014, lines 16- 
20). 

However, Morimoto (358), dose not specifically teaches wherein the code data in 
the JPEG2000 file. But, Beek '665' in the same area of image data accessing and 
processing teaches using JPEG2000 file format similarly used or intended to having 
image description format for rendering of an image between plurality of image 
processing system (co1.1, paragraph 0014, lines 16-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Morimoto 
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(358), by the teaching of Beek '665', and therefore, it should be clear to one skilled in 
the art that anyone of a wide variety of image processing and coding of digital device 
can be similarly employed to accomplish this desired result without depending from the 
teaching of the present invention, for the purpose of providing the ability to progressively 
access the encoded image in a smooth continuous fashion with having to download, 
decode, and/or print the entire file, as suggested by Beek '665, in col .1 , paragraph 
0005). 

With respect to claim 4, Morimotot et al. discloses or teaches an image 
processing system which can code image data, form a JPEG2000 file, and transmit the 
JPEG2000 file to a plurality of destinations, (a digital camera comprises a image 
processing system 13 of fig 1 , JPEG processing part 25 as shown in fig 1) comprising: a 
relator which relates a plurality of regions preset in the image data to destinations 
(image combining means 31 of fig 2, col. 6, lines20-25); and a transmitter (DMA 
controller 24 of fig 1 , controllers data transfer between processor circuit 13 and main 
memory 26, col. 5, lines 65 through col. 6, lines 1-5) which transmits the JPEG2000 file 
processed by the replacerto the destinations (col.5, lines 5, lines 65, and col. 6, lines 1- 
5). 

However, Morimoto (358), dose not specifically teach a data amount reducer 
which reduces a data amount of code data constituting one of regions corresponding to 
the destinations or the other regions in the JPEG2000 file transmitted to the destinations 
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But, Beek '665' in the same area of image data accessing and processing 
system, a data amount reducer which reduces a data amount of code data constituting 
one of regions corresponding to the destinations or the other regions in the JPEG2000 
file transmitted to the destinations (col .1 , paragraph 0014, lines 16-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Morimoto 
(358), by the teaching of Beek '665', and therefore, it should be clear to one skilled in 
the art that anyone of a wide variety of image processing and coding of digital device 
can be similarly employed to accomplish this desired result without depending from the 
teaching of the present invention, for the purpose of providing the ability to progressively 
access the encoded image in a smooth continuous fashion with having to download, 
decode, and/or print the entire file, as suggested by Beek '665, in col .1 , paragraph 
0005). 

With respect to claim 5, Morimotot '358' discloses digital camera comprises a 
image processing system 13 of fig 1, JPEG processing part 25 as shown in fig 1), 
wherein the data amount of the code data reduced from the regions by the data amount 
reducer can be set for the respective destinations and the regions, (col. 2, lines 10-15). 

With respect to claim 6, Morimotot '358' discloses digital camera comprises a 
image processing system 13 of fig 1, JPEG processing part 25 as shown in fig 1), 
wherein different color components are added to the regions preset in the image data, 
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respectively, and the image processing system comprises a color component detector 
which detects the color components to recognize the regions, (col. 2, lines 10-15). 

With respect to claim 7, Morimotot '358' discloses digital camera comprises a 
image processing system 13 of fig 1, JPEG processing part 25 as shown in fig 1), which 
are common to the plurality of destinations, are simultaneously transmitted, and only 
different code data is transmitted to the destinations (co1.1, paragraph 0014, lines 16- 
20). 

However, Morimoto (358), dose not specifically teaches wherein the code data in 
the JPEG2000 file. But, Beek '665' in the same area of image data accessing and 
processing teaches using JPEG2000 file format similarly used or intended to having 
image description format for rendering of an image between plurality of image 
processing system (co1.1, paragraph 0014, lines 16-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Morimoto 
(358), by the teaching of Beek '665', and therefore, it should be clear to one skilled in 
the art that anyone of a wide variety of image processing and coding of digital device 
can be similarly employed to accomplish this desired result without depending from the 
teaching of the present invention, for the purpose of providing the ability to progressively 
access the encoded image in a smooth continuous fashion with having to download, 
decode, and/or print the entire file, as suggested by Beek '665, in col .1 , paragraph 
0005). 
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With respect to claim 9, An image processing method for coding image data, 
forming a JPEG2000 file, and transmitting the JPEG2000 file to a plurality of 
destinations, the method comprising steps of: relating a plurality of regions preset in the 
image data to destinations; replacing code data constituting one of regions 
corresponding to the destinations or the other regions with code data which make 
pieces of information included in the regions invisible in the JPEG2000 file transmitted 
to the destinations; and transmitting the processed JPEG2000 file to the destinations. 

With respect to claim 8, Morimotot et al. discloses or teaches an image 
processing method for coding image data, form a JPEG2000 file, and transmit the 
JPEG2000 file to a plurality of destinations, (a digital camera comprises a image 
processing system 13 of fig 1 , JPEG processing part 25 as shown in fig 1) comprising: a 
relator which relates a plurality of regions preset in the image data to destinations 
(image combining means 31 of fig 2, col. 6, lines20-25); a replacer (CPU 27 of fig 2), 
which replaces code data constituting one of regions corresponding to the destinations 
or the other regions with code data which make pieces of information included in the 
regions invisible in the JPEG2000 file transmitted to the destinations (col. 5, lines 65 
through col. 6, lines 1-5); and a transmitter (DMA controller 24 of fig 1, controllers data 

transfer between processor circuit 13 and main memory 26, col. 5, lines 65 through 
col. 6, lines 1-5) which transmits the JPEG2000 file processed by the replacer to the 
destinations (col. 5, lines 5, lines 65, and col.6, lines 1-5). 
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However, Morimoto (358), dose not specifically teach using JPEG2000 file 
format. But, Beek '665' in the same area of image data accessing and processing 
teaches using JPEG2000 file format similarly used or intended to having image 
description format for rendering of an image between plurality of image processing 
system (co1.1, paragraph 0014, lines 16-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Morimoto 
(358), by the teaching of Beek '665', and therefore, it should be clear to one skilled in 
the art that anyone of a wide variety of image processing and coding of digital device 
can be similarly employed to accomplish this desired result without depending from the 
teaching of the present invention, for the purpose of providing the ability to progressively 
access the encoded image in a smooth continuous fashion with having to download, 
decode, and/or print the entire file, as suggested by Beek '665, in col .1 , paragraph 
0005). 

With respect to claim 9, Morimotot et al. discloses or teaches an image 
processing system method for coding image data, form a JPEG2000 file, and transmit 
the JPEG2000 file to a plurality of destinations, (a digital camera comprises a image 
processing system 13 of fig 1 , JPEG processing part 25 as shown in fig 1) comprising: a 
relator which relates a plurality of regions preset in the image data to destinations 
(image combining means 31 of fig 2, col.6, lines20-25); and a transmitter (DMA 
controller 24 of fig 1, controllers data transfer between processor circuit 13 and main 
memory 26, col. 5, lines 65 through col.6, lines 1-5) which transmits the JPEG2000 file 
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processed by the replacerto the destinations (col.5, lines 5, lines 65, and col. 6, lines 1- 
5). 

However, Morimoto (358), dose not specifically teach a data amount reducer 
which reduces a data amount of code data constituting one of regions corresponding to 
the destinations or the other regions in the JPEG2000 file transmitted to the destinations 

But, Beek '665' in the same area of image data accessing and processing 
system, a data amount reducer which reduces a data amount of code data constituting 
one of regions corresponding to the destinations or the other regions in the JPEG2000 
file transmitted to the destinations (col .1 , paragraph 0014, lines 16-20). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the imaging apparatus of Morimoto 
(358), by the teaching of Beek '665', and therefore, it should be clear to one skilled in 
the art that anyone of a wide variety of image processing and coding of digital device 
can be similarly employed to accomplish this desired result without depending from the 
teaching of the present invention, for the purpose of providing the ability to progressively 
access the encoded image in a smooth continuous fashion with having to download, 
decode, and/or print the entire file, as suggested by Beek '665, in col .1 , paragraph 
0005). 
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Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NEGUSSIE WORKU whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9A-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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